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Kia ora,
 
Thank you for your Official Information request regarding the Notice of Motion on the Rubbish
Removal and Litter Definition.
 
Your Question
The full text of the Notice of Motion, including any supporting documents or reports
presented alongside it.
 
Our Response
This was a Notice of Motion presented to the 8 August 2024. You can find the Notice of Motion
material and presentation in the agenda, recording and minutes on our website. Here is a direct
link https://hamilton.govt.nz/your-council/meetings/calendar/detail/infrastructure-and-
transport-committee-202408080930
 
The Committee resolved the following:

 
Your Question
Any correspondence, including but not limited to emails and meeting minutes, between



Councillors, Council staff, and external parties regarding this proposal.
 
Our Response
We have completed an internal search of any correspondence in relation to this request there
are over 5,000 emails that have been picked up in the parameters, in order for us to sort through
these to see if they are in scope of the request would be substantial for staff. Even if we were to
charge you complete this work, this would impact the daily duties of staff so this part is refused
under s17(f) of LGOIMA – Substantial collation.
 
Your Question
A breakdown of the projected costs associated with:

Subsidising rubbish removal fees for "disadvantaged" communities.

The report requested to define the term "litter."

The introduction of larger red bins for purchase, including any financial impact

assessments.

Any planned payments or "support" for community groups engaged in litter

collection.
 
Our Response
Because the topic was raised through a Notice of Motion and the decision of Council (see below)
to allocate funding from the Waste Minimisation Levy to educational work, substantive work on
the topics in bullet points 1 and 4 requested as part of this LGOIMA were not able to be
completed by staff.
 
Attached is a PX report outlining the assessment of an option to introduce larger red lid bins and
the high-level costs to introduce larger bins. Please note that the more detailed costings are
redacted as well as other commercially sensitive information unrelated to your request under
S7(2)(b)(ii) of LGOIMA.
 
Litter (as defined in the current Council bylaw) is included in the PX report – in response to your
request in bullet point 2.
 
We have also outlined below the relevant reports and resolutions of the committee and council
for you.
 
In response to the notice of Motion the following reports were presented to Members:

Illegal Dumping & Litter Improvement Options - https://hamilton.govt.nz/your-

council/meetings/calendar/detail/infrastructure-and-transport-committee-202409260930
 
The Committee resolved the following:





 
Your Questions
Any analysis, discussions, or criteria used to define "disadvantaged" communities in this
context.
Any equity assessments or legal advice received by the Council regarding whether specific
ethnic groups would be required to pay while others receive subsidies.
Details of any public consultations, surveys, or stakeholder engagements conducted in
relation to this proposal.
Any references in Council planning documents, including the Ten-Year Plan, that relate to or
justify the expenditure outlined in this Notice of Motion.
 
Our Response
Because the topic was raised through a Notice of Motion and the decision of Council (see above)
to allocate funding from the Waste Minimisation Levy to educational work, substantive work on
the topics requested as part of this LGOIMA were not able to be completed by staff.
 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or
freephone 0800 802 602.
 
Ngaa mihi
Keeley Faulkner
Official Information Advisor & Legal Support Officer
Legal services
Governance & Assurance Team | Partnerships, communication & Maaori
Email: officialinformation@hcc.govt.nz







We stand for Lower Taxes, Less Waste, and More Accountability across all levels of
government.  If you like what we do, join the Taxpayers’ Union or the Auckland
Ratepayers' Alliance.
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Committee: Infrastructure and Transport 

Committee 
Date: 28 November 2024 

Author: Trent Fowles Authoriser: Andrew Parsons  

Position: Resource Recovery Delivery 
Manager  

Position: General Manager 
Infrastructure and Assets  

Report Name: Illegal Dumping Mitigations  
 

Report Status 

This report is taken as a publicly excluded item to avoid 
the unreasonably, likely prejudice to the commercial 
position of a person who supplied or is the subject of 
the information; AND to protect information which is 
subject to an obligation of confidence and disclosure 
would likely prejudice continual supply of similar 
information where it is in the public interest for that 
information to continue to be available; AND to enable 
Council to carry out commercial activities without 
disadvantage; AND to enable Council to carry out 
negotiations. 

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Infrastructure and Transport Committee on illegal dumping mitigations as identified 

below: 

i. Enables households the ability to purchase larger red bins; 

ii. Options to reduce cost and transportation barriers for households to improve 
communities’ ability to discard rubbish appropriately; 

iii. Present methods of measuring the levels of litter and rubbish in public areas; and  

iv. Any further actions that could be considered to reduce litter/illegal dumping in the city. 

2. To inform the Infrastructure and Transport Committee on the commercially sensitive costs 
associate with providing households larger red bins. 

3.  

 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
4. That the Infrastructure and Transport Committee receives the report. 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
5. At the 8 August 2024 Infrastructure and Transport Committee meeting it was resolved:  
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 bin or inorganic collection could 
trigger a Special Consultative Procedure level under the Significance and Engagement Policy, and 
has not been budgeted for in the 2024-34 LTP.  

17.  Staff consider that the recommendation in this report has low significance and meet Council’s 
legal requirements.   

Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
18. The Hamilton City Council Waste Management and Minimisation Bylaw 2019 (the Bylaw) defines 

litter as: ‘any refuse, rubbish, animal remains, glass, metal, garbage, debris, dirt, filth, rubble, 
ballast, stones, earth or waste matter or any other thing of a like nature deposited in a public 
place’. For clarity, litter includes illegal dumping.  

19. Rubbish and Recycling collection and disposal along with illegal dumping collection is a regular 
activity funded through the 2024-2034 LTP.  

20. This report gives background information on: 

i. the red waste bin; 

 

 

21. This report contains discussion points related to: 

i. providing larger 240litre red waste bins to households; 

ii. inorganic collection costs; and 

 

Red Waste bin 

22. On the 16 August 2018 Council approved [link to report] the Rubbish and Recycling Change 
Business Case, this included: 

i. 120litre wheelie bins for rubbish, 240litre wheelie bin for mixed recycling, 23L bin for food 
scraps and a 40L bin for glass; 

ii. weekly collection of food scrap bins; and 

iii. fortnightly collection of rubbish, mixed recycling and glass containers. 
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Discussion – Matapaki 
Larger Red bins 

46. An option to provide a larger 240litre waste bin to households has been priced by EnviroNZ. 
These costs, along with estimates of additional HCC internal costs, have been used to calculate a 
one-off delivery cost for the bins and an ongoing annual servicing charge per household. 
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59. This type of collection is difficult for any contractor to provide a fixed cost for – especially if the 
work has not been undertaken previously and there is no historic information on collection 
uptake. 

60. Any inorganic collection is likely to be charged based on an hourly rate for collection of refuse 
and disposal costs based on the actual tonnes of refuse collected. Hourly rates and disposal 
costs from Rubbish and Recycling Contract 16234 have been used to calculate the cost. 

61. At this stage there is a high level of uncertainty around the cost estimate and further work 
would need to be undertaken on this if this was an option that Council wished to pursue. 

62. The provision of an inorganic collection would require a variation to the Rubbish and Recycling 
Contract 16234. These costs are not currently budgeted in the 2024-2034 LTP and could trigger a 
Special Consultative Procedure level under the Significance and Engagement Policy. 
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Economic 

82. Any future options for level of service improvements for litter and illegal dumping can 
potentially have a positive impact on economic growth. With a reduction of litter and illegal 
dumping the city will appear more vibrant and potentially attract future economic growth. 

Environmental 

83. Any future options for level of service improvements for litter and illegal dumping can have a 
positive impact on Environmental wellbeing by removal of litter and illegal dumping from our 
natural environments, in particular, waterways. 

Cultural 

84. Any improvements to the levels of service associated with litter and illegal dumping align with 
the objectives of Tai Tumu, Tai Pari, Tai Ao and Te Rautaki Taamata Ao Turoa o Hauaa (Iwi 
Management Plans of Waikato Tainui and Ngaati Hauaa respectively).    

85. The Waikato-Tainui Environmental Plan, Tai Tumu, Tai Pari, Tai Ao – page 234 recognises Solid 
and Hazardous Waste management in a way that is best practice and manages social, cultural, 
spiritual, economic, and environmental needs. An identified method for delivery is through the 
following hierarchy: 

i. reducing the amount of waste produced (including composting and mulching of green 
waste);  

ii. reusing waste;  
iii. recycling waste;  
iv. recovering resources from waste;  
v. treating residual waste; and  
vi. appropriately disposing of residual wastes. 

Risks - Tuuraru 
86. Risks of the options are presented in the tables above.  Any changes to the LOS and any increase 

of costs would need to be assessed against Council’s financial strategy and the impact that these 
may have. 

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
87. Any improvements to the levels of service associated with litter and illegal dumping will need to 

be assessed against Significance and Engagement Policy. 

88. Any improvements to the levels of service associated with litter and illegal dumping and 
subsequent costs will determine the level, if any of community engagement required. 

89. Any decision by Council to undertake a 240litre red waste bin or inorganic collection could 
trigger a Special Consultative Procedure level under the Significance and Engagement Policy. 
This Consultative Procedure has not been budgeted for in the 2024-34 LTP. Communication and 
Engagement have advised there is no opportunity to undertake this engagement in 2024/25 
financial year. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
There are no attachments for this report. 




